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Editorials, commentaries, letters 
to the editor and comics. PAGE 4
ROAD WARRIORS
The Toppers picked up a critical road 
victory Monday night after beating 
North Texas at Diddle Arena. 
SPORTS PAGE
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Johnathon Boles, Student Government 
Association president, resigned Friday. 
Former Executive Vice President Kayla 
Shelton was sworn in as his replace-
ment. PAGE 3
POWER IN JULY
President Gary Ransdell announced 
that the planned July shutdown of 
campus won’t take place. PAGE 6
Bowling Green hot spot Bread & 
Bagel is changing owners and names.
But the new owners say the 
culture and traditions that made 
the coffee shop unique aren’t being 
remodeled.
The coffee shop and local music 
venue is being bought by Molly 
Kerby and Benita Bartley, owners of 
Greener Groundz coffee. 
Greener Groundz makes coffee, 
but this will be its first official 
location, Kerby said in an e-mail.
Greener Groundz coffee has 
been served at Bread & Bagel since 
September 2008, she said in an 
e-mail. 
Bread & Bagel’s name will be 
changed to Greener Groundz Café 
before the re-opening on March 9, 
Kerby said.
Bread & Bagel will be closed from 
Feb. 1 to March 8 for remodeling, 
she said. 
It will be open for coffee sales 
every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Kerby said.
Women’s Studies Instructor 
Kerby and Bartley, a former student, 
said they were anxious to broaden 
the customer base but retain what 
made Bread & Bagel a destination 
in the first place.
“None of us wanted to see the 
place become a Jiffy Lube!” Kerby 
said in an e-mail. “Bread & Bagel is 
a community icon and we want to 
see that continue.”
She said the new Greener 
Groundz Café will keep the most 
important parts of Bread & Bagel, 




Bread & Bagel changes ownership
OWENSBORO — William 
Rummage watched the trees in his 
yard being snapped like toothpicks 
through the window of his Owensboro 
home last Wednesday.
He thought as long as he could 
keep his ailing mother downstairs 
and safe, everything would be fine. 
Then the power went out, along 
with the heat.
Suddenly, it wasn’t just the 
crashing trees that were potentially 
deadly—it was also the cold.
William Rummage’s mother, 
Lucile Rummage, is 84 years old and 
bedridden. 
He lives with and cares for her.
William Rummage, a Western 
alumnus and former assistant 
professor, carried his mother upstairs 
to her bed Wednesday because she 
was unable to walk on her own. He 
piled blankets on her, hoping the 










Local hotels and restaurants 
were safe havens for Kentucky 
residents who were left out in 
the cold by inclement weather 
last week.   
Business in many hotels and 
restaurants increased because 
residents from other counties 
that were hit harder by the storm 
migrated to Bowling Green.
Dave Wahl, general 
manager at the Ramada hotel 
on Scottsville Road, said all 
110 rooms were booked from 
Wednesday to Saturday because 
of the storm.
There are typically 30 rooms 
filled during the week and 60 
rooms on the weekend, Wahl 
said.
Wahl said he talked to some 
guests who said they didn’t have 
power or heat in their homes.
Every county in western 
Kentucky is in a state of 
emergency except Simpson 
County, said Monica French, 
public information officer 
for the Kentucky Division of 
Emergency Management.
She said there are about 
256,000 people still without 
power in the state, and she 
didn’t know when it would be 
restored.
Today, Gov. Steve Beshear 
asked national officials to declare 
Kentucky a major disaster and 
pay for some storm damage, 
according to a press release from 
the governor’s office.
The estimated cost of storm 
damage and national guard 
members, who are helping 
clean up, is about $45 million, 
according to the press release. 
KOHL THRELKELD/HERALD
(Top) William Rummage, 50, cares for his mother, Lucile Rummage who is bed 
ridden and requires constant care. A former assistant professor at Western, William 
Rummage lives in Owensboro.  
(Above) “When I walked out in the morning my backyard was surreal looking, it 
looked like we lived on another planet,” Rummage said. When recent ice storm 
knocked out power in Rummage’s Owensboro home, the routine task of caring for 
his mother became more difficult and potentially dangerous. 
S e e  O U T A G E S ,  p a g e  3
KALA DIAMOND/HERALD
Bread & Bagel owner Kim Weiskircher greets Louisville junior Kristen Houser on the last 
night that Weiskircher had ownership of the local restaurant and community venue.
S e e  B A G E L ,  p a g e  3
The Kentucky Division of 
Emergency Management 
estimate that there are 
256,000 people still without 
power in the state.
S e e  W E A T H E R ,  p a g e  2
Former professor battles weather to care for sick mother
CARING
IN THE COLD
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DAY
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com
2 Is the number of wickets required to be taken by the bowling side for the batting side to be bowled out.101520 Step is the opening song on the Radiohead album “In Rainbows.“Cigarettes come in one pack. 
Source: http://www.amusingfacts.com/facts/Statistics/
WHAT’S GOING ON
TODAY 3 TOMORROW 4 THURSDAY 5 FRIDAY 6
The calendar runs every Tuesday. Send your event 
post request by 3 p.m. Monday to 
calendar@chherald.com.
Reports
u Casey Zahn, Bemis Lawrence Hall, reported on Feb. 1 that 
the window on the driver’s side of her tan 1993 Toyota Camry was 
broken, and her Kenwood CD player was damaged. The value of 
the damage was $450.
u Marcus Short, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported on Feb. 1 that 
his black iPhone was stolen from the PFT lounge. The value of the 
theft was $200.
u James Corbett, PFT, reported on Feb. 1 that his 32-inch 
Dynex flat screen television and XBox 360 were stolen from his 
room. The value of the theft was $810.
u Eric Caldwell, Keen Hall, reported on Jan. 31 that his dorm 
room key, filing cabinet key and Big Red card were stolen from his 
locker in the men’s locker room at the Preston Center. The total 
value of the theft was $25.
u Brittany Petty, PFT, reported on Jan. 31 that her blue and 
white Dell Inspiron laptop computer was stolen from her room. The 
value of the theft was $250.
u David Stites, Ironwood Drive, reported on Jan. 30 that his 
wallet was stolen at the DUC Subway. The value of the theft was 
$100.
u Josh Wilkerson, PFT, reported on Jan. 29 that is Sony Vaio 
laptop, his Sony digital camera, his Avitek digital camera and his 
Burberry cologne were stolen from his room. The value of the theft 
was $1,980.
Crime reportst
“Every time I pick up my 
mother, it’s like picking up fine 
china,” he said. “It could be 
death if she drops.” 
He scrambled to start a fire, 
fearing his mother would catch 
pneumonia. 
“She’s coughing 
every other breath, 
and I’m thinking, 
‘Man, she’s going 
to die unless I get 
her out of here and 
into some warmth,’” 
William Rummage 
said. 
At 4 a.m. on Thursday, he 
woke Lucile Rummage up 
to take her for a scheduled 
bathroom visit.   
He left her alone to go 
upstairs and returned a few 
moments later to find her lying 
on the ground. 
He called an ambulance 
because he didn’t have a reliable 
car. 
There were no empty beds 
at the hospital for Lucile 
Rummage. 
She had a possible cracked 
vertebrae and possible pneumonia, 
and was sent home with a neck 
brace and medications. 
 William Rummage worried 
his mother wouldn’t make it 
long in a cold house, and feared 
the drive home. 
“It was like going to jail,” 
he said. 
But as the 
ambulance pulled 
onto his street, 
the driver noticed 
a light on in a 
window of the 
R u m m a g e s ’ 
home. 
William Rummage decided 
it must be a candle he left 
burning, because all the other 
houses were dark.
However, as they 
approached the house, it 
became clear that the power 
had been restored. 
“It was almost as if the 
hospital had the house turned 
back on, and they knew it and 
I didn’t,” William Rummage 
said. “It was like a miracle.” 
XXXX
u BCM 180 Worship Service, 
7 p.m., GH 235
u Canon Speaker, 7 p.m., 
MMTH 166
u Delta Tau Delta Recruitment 
Info, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
u Disciples of Christ, 7 p.m., 
DUC 341
u Film Course, 2:45 p.m., 
MMTH 166
u Greek Week Meeting, 7:30 
p.m., DUC 309
u Habitat for Humanity - 
WKU Chapter, 5:30 p.m., DUC 
341
u Independent Learning 
Spring Kickoff, 10 a.m., DUC
u National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars, 7:30 p.m., 
DUC 230
u Sons of Solomon, 7 p.m., 
DUC 310
u Table Tennis Club, 6 p.m., 
DUC Rec Room
u Weight Watchers, 10:30 
a.m., DUC 349
u Western Leaders 
Recruitment, 10 a.m., DUC 
lobby
u Bifida Blues Jam 2009, 6 
p.m., DUC
u Delta Tau Delta Recruitment 
Info, 11 a.m., DUC lobby
u Geology Club Meeting, 5 
p.m., EST 349
u Housing & Resident Life 
Recruitment, 11 a.m., DUC 
lobby
u Independent Learning 
Spring Kickoff, 10 a.m., DUC
u International Club-AGM, 
7:30 p.m., DUC 226
u Miss Black Western Gala, 8 
p.m., DUC 340
u Relaxation Session, noon, 
Garrett 100
u Revolution 91.7 2009, 5 
p.m., DUC 308
u Spina bifida Association of 
Kentucky Fundraiser, 7 p.m., 
DUC 224
u Unity Step Off Info, 6 p.m., 
DUC 340
u Valentine Grams, 10 a.m., 
DUC lobby
u Western Leaders 
Recruitment, 10 a.m., DUC 
lobby
u Delta Sigma Pi Recruitment, 
6:30 p.m., DUC 308
u Harlaxton Seminar, noon, 
DUC 340
u Martin Luther King Jr. 
Candlelight Vigil, 8 p.m., 
Colonnade
u Relaxation Session, 4:15 
p.m., Garrett 100
u Sigma Kappa Recruitment 
2009, 11 a.m., DUC lobby
u Valentine Grams, 10 a.m., 
DUC lobby
u Veritas Planning Meeting, 2 
p.m., DUC 226
 u African Dance Class w/ 
Barbea Williams, 11 a.m., 
Garrett Ballroom
u Gamers’ Guild - Terrarium 
Tabletop Game, 6 p.m., DUC 
310A
u Night at the Apollo Try-
outs, 7 p.m., DUC 224 and 
DUC 230
u REDZ 2009, 7 p.m., DUC 
lanes
u Sigma Kappa Recruitment 
2009, 11 a.m., DUC lobby
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
KOHl THRelKelD/HeRAlD
William Rummage, 50, stands in the backyard of his Owensboro home that was damaged by the recent ice storm that hit Kentucky 
and parts of the Midwest. 
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There was an empty 
nameplate slot on the door 
of the Student Government 
Association President’s office 
on Friday, Jan. 31. 
But the desk was covered 
with empty Yoohoo bottles and 
Subway wrappers — favorites 
of Kayla Shelton, Western’s 
new SGA president.
Former SGA President 
Johnathon Boles resigned on 
Jan. 31.
Charley Pride, director 
of student activities and 
organizations, announced the 
resignation at a media conference 
in the SGA main office. 
Boles was unable to attend 
the announcement of his 
resignation because he was in a 
Board of Regents meeting. 
Boles resigned because of 
health reasons, according to a 
letter he wrote to the student 
body.
“Over the Winter Break, 
I have had the time to take 
full assessment of my personal 
situation,” Boles said. “The 
result is that I have found myself 
facing several personal and 
health related issues. Knowing 
the demands of my position, and 
the standards I set for myself, I 
am forced to one conclusion: 
I cannot, in good conscience, 
continue as your president.”
Boles said he was confident 
that he was an advocate for the 
students at Western while in 
office and will continue to be an 
advocate as a student.
“Hopefully they were 
impressed with what work I did 
and that I served them well,” 
Boles said of Western students. 
“But I need to move on.”
Boles has been a member 
of SGA since  September 2005 
when he was elected to the 
student senate, he said.
Boles said he will miss SGA 
because it has been such a big 
part of his life, but he needs 
time to focus on things such as 
school. 
“I don’t know what to do 
with my life on Tuesday nights 
at five now,” Boles said.
He said leaving feels like a 
“sabbatical” more than anything 
else because there are only 
two months before the SGA 
presidential election.
Boles said he has confidence 
that SGA will continue to be the 
voice for Western students in 
future years. 
Shelton, former executive 
vice president, was sworn in 
as the new SGA president on 
Friday.
She isn’t serving as the 
student regent, Pride said.
SGA is considering having a 
special election to elect a student 
regent within the next couple 
of weeks, Administrative Vice 
President Reagan Gilley said.
Shelton said she was sad to 
see Boles go because he did a 
good job as president.
She said that her goals for 
SGA this semester include 
rallying in Frankfort for higher 
education, working on a 
textbook subsidy, passing more 
legislation, making a better use 
of money and improving SGA’s 
efforts to be better student 
ambassadors.
The rally in Frankfort for 
higher education will take place 
today in the Capitol building 
rotunda.
SGA members are attending 
the rally to vocalize their 
concerns about state funding 
cuts to Kentucky legislators, 
Shelton said. 
Shelton said she would like 
the textbook subsidy board 
to start it’s public relations 
campaign. The board plans to 
raise money to help alleviate the 
cost of textbooks for Western 
students.
Skylar Jordan, Shelton’s 
appointee for executive vice 
president, said his goals this 
semester are working closely 
with the Student Life Foundation 
to better understand residential 
concerns and continuing 
legislative efforts.  
Gilley said his goals for SGA 
semester are to fund as many 
groups as possible and to look 
at how tuition is being spent.
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
Former owners J.D. 
and Kimberly Weiskircher 
decided to move to Florida. 
They approached the Greener 
Groundz owners in December 
about carrying on the tradition, 
J.D. Weiskircher said.
“In order for Bread & Bagel 
to flourish, new owners were 
needed,” J.D. Weiskircher 
said. “We’ve owned Bread & 
Bagel for five years, and it was 
just time to let someone else 
guide it for a while.”
But not everyone is as 
confident in the new changes.
Jordan Pendley, Bread & 
Bagel music booking manager, 
said he hopes the change in 
ownership won’t affect the 
atmosphere of the cafe.
“The openness towards local 
and touring acts is essential 
to Bread & Bagel,” Pendley 
said. “I hope all the musicians 
continue to come after the 
transitions. I’m a little worried 
about whether or not it will be 
kept as we left it.”
Pendley is moving to 
Portland, Ore., later this week 
but said he remains hopeful 
about the future of the café 
he worked at for almost two 
years.
“If the new owners are open 
and receptive, the musicians 
in the community will make it 
happen,” Pendley said.
Local musician Caleb Rowe 
agrees.
“I’d love to see shows a few 
times a week,” he said.  “The 
music scene is awesome to be 
a part of in Bowling Green, 
and I’d really like to see that 
continue.”
Changes
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Louisville sophomore 
Colleen Wynn said her parents 
returned home Saturday to a 
yard covered in tree branches.
They stayed at her aunt’s 
house in Bowling Green after 
they lost power at home, Wynn 
said.
She said her mother dealt 
with traffic and crowds when 
she went shopping last week.
“She did notice there were 
lots of extra people around,” 
Wynn said.
Bob Evans restaurant shift 
leader Nicole Johansen said 
business doubled during the 
weekend.
She said customers told 
her about coming to Bowling 
Green because they were 
without power at home.
“They were just kind of 
stuck, I guess,” Johansen said.
Wahl said most of the guests 
have checked out of the hotel, 
but some are going home to 
fix damages during the day 
and coming back to Bowling 
Green at night.
Outage
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Dalton Hubble was 
among 300 students named 
semifinalists in the Intel Science 
Talent Search 2009, according 
to a Western press release.
Hubble is a senior at the 
Academy of Math and Science, 
according to the press release.  
Hubble’s project began as a 
part of his research during the 
2008 Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s summer research 
program, according to the press 
release.
The talent search is 
administered by the Society for 
Science & the Public, according 
to the press release. SSP is a 
nonprofit organization focused 
on political engagement in 
science research and education.
Semifinalists were selected 
from a pool of 1,608 entrants, 
according to the press release. 
Over the past 67 years, young 
scientists selected to participate 
in the Science Talent Search 
have gone on to receive honors 
including the Nobel Prize, 
according to the press release.
Students at the Gatton 
Academy are encouraged to 
apply their advanced skills in 
real-world situations through 
conducting research, according 





Kayla Shelton, a junior from Gallatin, Tenn., hugs student senator Wes calhoun, a senior from 
Indianapolis, after being sworn in as sGA president. shelton was executive vice presdient until 
Johnathon Boles stepped down from his office for personal and health reasons. “To see him go like 
this is just sad ... he loves the organization and he loves this student body,” shelton said. 
SGA changes power
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The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those of 
Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries 
on topics of public 
interest.  Here are a few 
guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commen-
taries should be 700-800 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classification 
or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity.  The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
POLLPEOPLE
“The 100-yard interception 














“The touchdown that put the 





“I watch for the commercials 
and the Doritos snow globe 





A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
What was your favor-





Officials should consider 
inclement weather a threat
Western should take preventative 
measures
First off, I’d like to say that I enjoy 
classes as much as anyone else, and I 
think schools that cancel class at the 
first sign of a snowflake are overcau-
tious, but this ice storm has caused 
nearly every other academic institu-
tion in south-central Kentucky to shut 
its doors. Regrettably, Western has 
not. The current actions of Western 
are reminiscent of a smoker who 
only tries quitting after they get lung 
cancer. 
Where are Western’s preventa-
tive measures? What will it take to 
cancel one day of classes? The first 
week’s loss of a single day can easily 
be made up in the following non-icy 
months, so why not follow suit of 
the rest of the ice-covered area of 
Kentucky? 
I’m sure no one wants class to be 
canceled (other than students who 
commute, students who live more than 
a mile from campus, some faculty and 
the parents of most of Western’s stu-
dents, as well as the collective admin-
istrative heads of the academic institu-
tions already closed for weather safety 
reasons), but perhaps it would be for 
the benefit of the image of Western to 
close the doors of Cherry for a meager 
24 hours. 
A Leading American University 
with International Reach Whose 
Policies Directly Endanger the Lives 
of Students and Faculty Alike. No one 
wants to think that way of dear old 
Western, the campus which we love. 
But an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. It doesn’t take a college 
degree to know that.
Justin Comley
Bardstown senior
Consider commuters when making 
decisions about weather
I may be mistaken, but in light of 
the decisions made during the past 
few days concerning the weather by 
Western officials, I’m beginning to 
question Western’s concern for student 
welfare. Tuesday, Jan. 27, brought us 
an ice storm. Wednesday, Jan. 28, 
brought us at least an inch (or more) of 
snow on top of all of the ice from the 
previous day. 
I admit that Western demonstrat-
ed a little wisdom when making the 
decision to cancel evening classes on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. However, 
why cancel only evening classes and 
not the day classes, when, obviously, 
the weather was treacherous? It all 
seemed extremely ridiculous and dan-
gerous. Western needs to remember 
that many of its students are commut-
ers. I drive from Smiths Grove every 
day. I have a friend who commutes 
from Beaver Dam and many others 
who commute from Russellville. Let 
us not forget that many of us stopped 
living in dorms years ago. 
Personally, even if I had wanted 
to get out in the aftermath of that 
mess of a storm, I wouldn’t have been 
able to. I live 20-plus miles out into 
the county on a twisting, extremely 
dangerous road. Contrary to popular 
belief, county roads don’t get treated. 
Therefore, when the roads become icy, 
they stay that way until the tempera-
ture rises enough to melt the ice. More 
often than not, however, they simply 
refreeze. To top it all off, a 100-plus-
year-old tree fell in my driveway, 
blocking my passage. I’m fairly con-
fident that many other students who 
choose to live outside of the city limits 
encountered these same problems dur-
ing what the media dubbed “The Ice 
Storm of 2009.” 
Now I have two absences from the 
first week of school, because Western 
didn’t have the common sense to can-
cel classes for the well-being of com-
muters. I’m beginning to think that 
Western’s top priority students are 
the ones living in the dorms. Further, 
when the state governor declared a 
state of emergency, Western should 
have taken that as a serious suggestion 
to cancel all classes. 
Frankly, I wasn’t willing to risk my 
life and my vehicle (which is my live-
lihood) in order to drive a forty-mile 
round trip on icy roads to attend class-
es that should have been canceled in 
the first place. Shame on the Western 
officials who made the decisions con-
cerning class cancellations. Hopefully, 
the next time such a storm passes over 
us, Western will demonstrate more 
responsibility concerning the safety of 
its students. 
One last thought — when a student 
was injured by a falling tree limb on 
Tuesday and Western sent out a text 
message stating that students should 
avoid walking under trees on campus, 
I was appalled. Western’s campus is 
a virtual forest, so how, exactly, were 




The issue: An ice storm left Bowling Green and 
surrounding counties covered in snow and ice, and 
Western remained open, deciding to only cancel 
night classes.
Our view: Classes should have been canceled on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, and Bowling Green city 
officials should have been more proactive in the face 
of a major ice storm.
Snow fell and roads froze. Cars sputtered to life 
and moaned under the sheet of ice that encased 
them. Frozen slush was flung aside as frustrated 
drivers attempted to navigate roads that were mar-
ginally visible beneath their frosty veneer.
Looking back, last week’s conditions weren’t 
ideal for walking to the mailbox, let alone trying 
anything that involved a set of car keys.
Nevertheless, Western students were awakened 
each morning from Tuesday to Thursday with text 
messages that the university would be operating on 
a normal schedule.
So students braved the elements and journeyed 
to campus for fear that another student would claim 
their spot in class if they were absent.
Thankfully, conditions improved on Thursday and 
Friday, but it seems like a no-brainer that all classes 
should’ve been canceled the first two days after the 
storm.
The Herald understands Ransdell’s argument that 
a lack of classes might have led to accidents from 
snow-related activities, but the stakes are much 
greater when those same students are behind the 
wheel in such treacherous conditions.
After all, if bus routes have to be modified 
because of dangerous driving conditions, it makes 
sense that commuters should be afforded the same 
pardon.
Regardless of the hazardous commute, when 
conditions on campus result in a student being 
injured by a falling tree limb, it’s time to wave the 
white flag.
Sending out a message that tells students to avoid 
walking under trees on a campus covered in foliage 
just doesn’t cut it.
Neither does canceling night classes when the 
roads are the most frozen in the morning.
But since much of the situation was outside 
Western’s control, the Herald also faults Bowling 
Green city officials for inadequate preparation prior 
to the storm’s arrival. 
Whatever amount of salt was laid down in the 
days before the storm clearly wasn’t enough. Salting 
the roads days in advance could help cut overtime 
costs and drastically improve driving conditions for 
those forced onto the road.
Make no mistake, the Herald appreciates the ded-
ication Western officials show to providing students 
with the best possible learning environment.
But when Mother Nature gets ugly like it did last 
week, the main emphasis has to be on the safety of 
Western students, faculty and staff.
Any other mentality will likely be met with an 
icy reception.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the 
Herald’s 10-member editorial board.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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                                 Must Purchase 3 Pizzas    Offer Expires 6-30-08
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. 
Delivery charge may apply.
Must Purchase 3 Pizzas . ffer Expires 12/30/09
CHH
Lights will remain on 
throughout campus during 
July, despite the savings from 
a shutdown during Winter 
Break.
Western officials decid-
ed not to go through with a 
planned shutdown on July 6 
through 10 because too many 
activities will happen during 
that time, said John Osborne, 
vice president of campus ser-
vices and facilities.
Eight different groups 
would be on campus during the 
week using too many buildings 
to make a shutdown possible, 
Osborne said.
Western’s Winter Break 
shutdown saved $128,340 in 
a three-week period, accord-
ing to a Western press release. 
The savings exceeded the goal 
of $80,000 by more than 50 
percent. 
The experiment saved 
1,052,932 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity during a three-week 
period, according to the press 
release.
That’s 5 percent more than 
the 1 million kilowatt-hours 
goal, Sustainability Coordinator 
Christian Ryan-Downing said 
in a press release.
The shutdown also reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
1,112 metric tons, the same as 
taking 185 passenger vehicles 
off the road for a year, Ryan-
Downing said in the press 
release.
Facilities Operations 
Manager Dale Dyer said the 
results of the shutdown were a 
team effort involving faculty, 
staff and facilities management 
employees.
“It was not a single effort at 
all,” Dyer said. 
The shutdown included set-
ting building thermometers to 
60 degrees for three weeks and 
asking faculty and staff to turn 
off or unplug unused office 
equipment and appliances.
“I think it was a good proj-
ect,” Staff Regent Tamela 
Smith said.
Western learned a lot about 
what it can improve for the next 
time, including adding censors 
to turn off unused lights, she 
said.
Smith also said some 
improvements in communica-
tion need to be made for future 
shutdowns. 
Accommodations were 
made for those who needed to 
be on campus, but most were 
not aware of the accommoda-
tions, she said.
Smith said she had heard 
that some staff members were 
upset about the decision not to 
shut down in July because they 
had scheduled their vacations 
around the shutdown.
Faculty Regent Patricia 
Minter said faculty felt left out 
of the decision-making pro-
cess.
Faculty found it insulting 
that department heads and other 
faculty were never brought in 
on the discussion of an early 
shutdown in December, she 
said.
The shutdown affected fac-
ulty members’ ability to submit 
grades and finish research proj-
ects, Minter said.
“At the very least, we should 
be consulted,” she said.
The money saved over the 
shutdown during Winter Break 
will help address a $520,000 
shortfall in Western’s energy 
budget.
Officials will be looking 
for other ways to offset the 
shortfall including creating a 







As a white van with 12 pas-
sengers pulled up, a group of 
zealous women greeted them 
with chants, songs and applause 
in Swahili, their native lan-
guage.
“They shook our hands and 
hugged us, even though they 
didn’t know us,” Elizabethtown 
senior Rachel Baumgardner 
said.
During Winter Break, while 
most students sat at home 
dreaming of snow, Baumgardner 
was on a 24-hour flight for a 
group medical service trip to 
Nairobi, Kenya, with three doc-
tors, a biology teacher and other 
Western students.
There, Baumgardner had her 
first look at poverty.
“It was devastating to see 
the slums, shack after shack 
after shack, in the middle of the 
city,” she said.
Before this trip, Baumgardner 
knew she wanted to be a trav-
eling doctor, but she gained a 
new perspective.
In Kasigau, six hours outside 
of Nairobi, the group stayed 
at the teacher’s 
friend’s home, 
though there was 
little room inside.
Baumgardner 
wasn’t fazed by 
staying in a tent 
each night. She 
says she’s an out-
doorsy person at 
heart.
“It was nice 
to be away from 
civilization, away 
from the complex-
ity of America. It’s so simple 
here,” she said. 
There were goats and chick-
ens near her tent, and the roost-
er crowed at 5 a.m. The nights 
seemed endless.
She traveled daily to a dif-
ferent clinic for general tasks 
like taking pulses, temperatures 
and blood pressure.
The people who came to the 
clinics were from 
three tribes and 
traveled by foot 
— they rarely 
had the oppor-
tunity to see a 
doctor. Droves 
of people lined 
up every morn-
ing and waited 
patiently.
“Some would 
walk for hours 
to get there,” she 
said.
Baumgardner described the 
clinics as open air facilities, 
unlike hospitals with a familiar 
sterile stench. 
They worked in the clinics 
from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m., and 
at the end of the day, everyone 
gathered around a campfire for 
reflection.
One day a woman came into 
the clinic with a large bulge on 
her stomach, but they didn’t 
have the proper equipment, 
so they advised traveling to 
a bigger city with a hospital, 
Baumgardner said, exasperated.
“It was hard to let a patient 
go because you couldn’t do 
anything about it or give the 
right care.”
The most important part of 
Baumgardner’s trip was ser-
vice, but it wasn’t all work 
and no play. One Sunday, 
Baumgardner and her col-
leagues escaped to climb the 
mountains in Kasigau.
Equipped with her sunglass-
es, bandana and hiking boots, 
the trek began.
“There are no words that can 
explain the beauty of Africa 
— lush landscape, mountains, 
plains as far as the eye can see, 
red dirt roads, brightly colored 
flowers,” she said trailing off 
into visualizing where she once 
was.
“My mom told me before I 
left for the trip that I needed 
to gain 10 pounds because I 
was going to starve,” she said 
laughing as she recalled the 
foods in which she indulged.
After eating in cafés, kids fol-
lowed her with their little hands 
outstretched, shouting “Sweets! 
Sweets! Sweets!” They knew 
she always carried candy.
“It reminded me of the 
seagulls from ‘Finding Nemo!’” 
she said.
At the end of the trip, her 
shoes were stained red. Time 
stood still in Kenya, and she 
didn’t want to leave.
“I learned not only about the 
culture and beauty of Africa, 
but it redefined who I want to 
be as a doctor.”
WHAT’S YOUR STORY?




Rachel Baumgardner, a senior biology and chemistry double major from Elizabethtown, took a medi-
cal service trip to Kenya with eight other Western pre-med students to provide medical care to those 
in need during Winter Break . “It was a very eye opening experience,” she said. “It helped me to 
redefine why I want to be a doctor.”
“I learned not only 
about the culture 
and beauty of 
africa, but it rede-
fined who I want 
to be as a doctor.”
— rachel Baumgardner
 elizabethtown senior
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As a physical therapist and Offi cer in the U.S. Army Reserve, you’ll be able to help our Soldiers resume an active 
life. No one deserves it more. You’ll be able to prescribe treatment and see the results. You’ll even be able to write 
a limited number of prescriptions. Perhaps best of all, you’ll be able to continue to practice in your community and 
serve when needed.
To learn more about the U.S. Army Reserve Health Care Team, call Sgt. 1st Class Raymond 
Bentley at 877-336-8291, email raymond.bentley@usarec.army.mil, or visit 
healthcare.goarmy.com/info/c405.
©2008. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.
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Western’s students, faculty and 
staff have an opportunity for more R 
and R — research and restoration. 
The Board of Regents approved 
the purchase of about 270 more acres 
near the Upper Green River Biological 
Preserve Friday.
Western currently has property 
on the preserve used for research, 
teaching and conservation, Biology 
Project Specialist Ouida Meier said. 
The actual purchase of the land 
from the landowners is still in 
negotiation, Meier said in an e-mail. 
It’s a long process including two 
state-approved appraisers, formal 
surveys and other procedures.
Western doesn’t pay any money 
for the land. The Kentucky Heritage 
Land Conservation Fund Board pays 
for the property and its upkeep.
The land conservation board has 
dedicated $605,000 for the purchase 
of the 270-acre property, according to 
the Board of Regents agenda.
Nature license plates’ sales make 
up most of the land conservation 
board’s money, Meier said.
The 270-acre purchase would 
extend the managed area of the 
preserve to about 1,070 acres, Meier 
said in an e-mail. 
Based on the new property’s 
landscape, it could have a prehistoric 
village, said Darlene Applegate, 
associate professor of folk studies 
and anthropology. 
Applegate looks for evidence of 
prehistoric life on the property, she 
said. 
She has conducted archaeological 
field schools on the preserve that 
teach students how to excavate and 
record an archaeological site in detail, 
she said.
The land conservation board 
requires that archaeological work 
be done on the land it purchases, 
Applegate said. Her work ensures that 
significant archaeology isn’t disturbed 
by other activity on the preserve. 
“It preserves for our future 
generations both natural and cultural 
resources,” she said. 
The preserve also serves as an outdoor 
classroom, Applegate said. When she 
gets money to do archaeological surveys 
she hires students, which gives them 
hands-on experience.
Other major projects on the 
preserve include restoration of native 
grasses, wildflowers and barrens, 
which are prairie remnants, Meier 
said. Barren County gets its name 
from its barrens. 
Restoring native grasses has 
financial benefits, Biology Professor 
Michael Stokes said.
One native grass, called 
switchgrass, is being investigated as a 
source for biodiesel fuel, he said.
Tonya Taylor, a Bowling Green folk 
studies graduate assistant, works on a 
house on the property, she said. The 
house is the oldest in Hart County. 
Students have helped strip wood 
and install gutters on the house, 
Taylor said.
Western owning the property has 
many advantages, she said. 
Information sinks in better when 
students have hands-on experience 
outside the classroom, Taylor said.
The property also serves as a 
tangible reminder of history for future 
generations, she said.
“It ensures that we don’t lose that 
chunk of history in that area,” Taylor 
said.
Eight credit hours may not seem 
like much.
But for financially-strained 
students, eight credit hours could 
make a degree of difference. 
Now students need eight fewer 
credit hours to reach the minimum 
requirement for a baccalaureate degree 
and four fewer hours to complete an 
associate’s degree, Provost Barbara 
Burch said.
On Friday, the Board of Regents 
approved a lower minimum that 
requires  students to complete 120 
hours for a bachelor’s degree and 
60 hours for an associate’s degree, 
Registrar Freida Eggleton said. 
President Gary Ransdell said he 
expects the change to be effective for 
students.
“It will help students to complete 
a degree program on a predictable, 
reasonable timeline,” he said.
The change will lower the number 
of free electives students must take 
to reach the minimum hours needed 
for graduation, said Doug McElroy, 
assistant vice president of academic 
affairs. Free electives are classes that 
don’t fulfill general education, major 
or minor requirements. 
Western administrators hope the 
reduction will help students with 
financial limitations, optimize their 
degree programs and graduate sooner, 
McElroy said.  
He said he thinks the change will 
also aid non-traditonal students with 
family and career obligations.
Eggleton said Western 
administrators also hope reduction 
will increase graduation rates and 
allow students to graduate early. 
But some professors, including 
Louis Strolger, assistant professor 
of physics and astronomy, have 
reservations about the academic 
implications of the change.
Strolger said the new requirements 
will help a few students, but could 
negatively impact the general 
population.
“In the end, students may lose out 
on the opportunity to learn because 
they are more interested in reaching a 
milestone than getting an education,” 
Strolger said.
Western administrators began 
discussing a 120-hour degree program 
after the Council on Postsecondary 
Education requested that all state 
universities review their minimum 
hour requirements last year, Eggleton 
said.
All other Kentucky public 
universities now have 120-hour 
minimums or are considering the 
change, Eggleton said.
The Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools, Western’s 
primary accrediting body, also 
requires a 120-hour minimum, she 
said.
McElroy said it’s unclear why 
Western initially required 128-hour 
degree programs, but he thinks the 
total came from the assumption that 
the average student took 16 hours a 
semester. 
Students take 15 hours a semester 
on average, which places them on 
track with a 120-hour program, he 
said.
Burch said a 128-hour program was 
typical for universities in the past.
“Sometimes you do things you’ve 
done for a long time, and you don’t 
question why,” she said.  “Now, we 
did stop to question why.”
MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
Board of Regents approve switch to 120-hour bachelor’s degree




Biology Professor Michael Stokes surveys damage at the Western-owned 
biology preserve near Cave City. The preserve faced limited accessibility 
because of downed trees and flooding after the winter storm last week.
Every time Debbie Brown saw Emily 
Long and Brittney Wells, they were 
laughing.
Brown, who is the secretary of 
Woodburn Baptist Church, watched the 
women grow up while they were in her 
Sunday School class.
She got to see both of them be saved 
and baptized, she said.
“They were always very happy, good 
girls,” Brown said. “They were good 
kids.”
Wells, who went by “Shae,” and 
Long, both Woodburn residents, died in 
a car accident on the night of Thursday, 
Jan. 29. Bowling Green resident Shawn 
Wiesbrook also died in the accident.
Woodburn resident Joshua Bunch, 
who was a passenger in the car, is in 
stable condition.
Wells applied to Western but didn’t 
attend, said Bob Skipper, director of 
media relations. Long attended Western 
last semester.
Wells, who was driving, and 
Wiesbrook, the front-seat passenger, 
died at the scene of the accident on 
Three Springs Road, according to a 
Kentucky State Police press release.
Long, who was sitting in the back 
seat, was transported to The Medical 
Center and remained in critical condition 
until she died Friday morning, according 
to the press release.
“It is tragic any time a young person’s 
life is cut short, and to have three in a 
single accident is devastating,” Skipper 
said in an e-mail.
The car was traveling northbound on 
the road and crossed into the oncoming 
lane of traffic. It went off the south 
shoulder of the road and hit a tree, 
according to the press release.
The accident took place at about 9 
p.m., according to the press release.
Bunch, a rear-seat passenger in the 
car, was in stable condition at The 
Medical Center, according to personnel 
at The Medical Center.
“Even though neither Brittney nor 
Emily were registered for classes this 
semester, we at WKU are saddened by 
their loss as well as the loss of Shawn,” 
Skipper said in the e-mail. “Our thoughts 
and prayers are with their families and 
friends.”
The families of Long and Wells were 
unable to be reached for comment.
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Tropical scents of kiwi and 
“California Dream,” pervade the 
warm blue walls of Aladdin’s 
Lamp, Bowling Green’s first 
hookah lounge. 
Until the doors opened this 
October, Western was lacking 
what has become a quintessential 
college-town venue — a place 
to socialize, study and pass the 
hookah hose. 
The owner and sole operator 
of Aladdin’s 
Lamp, Brandon 
Norton, is a U.S. 
Army veteran 
who learned the 








by indirect heat 
and water filtration. Shisha 
is the mixture of tobacco, 
molasses and fruit that is 
smoked through the hookah 
and provides flavor, according 
to Norton.
“I saw such a need for 
hookah in Bowling Green,” he 
said. “I really enjoy the kids 
that come in … it’s a refreshing 
atmosphere.”
Norton cultivated the 
lounge’s atmosphere with 
culture and simplicity in mind. 
You won’t find big screen 
TVs or Wi-Fi at the lounge. 
“It is a place to unplug and 
interact,” Norton said. “It is a 
place to do what we humans 
do: talk, laugh and enjoy each 
other’s company.”  
A decoupage including 
photos of Marilyn Monroe, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Albert 
Einstein and the Wizard of Oz 
glazes one tabletop. 
“Each table is like a 
conversation,” Norton said 
of his creations, compiled of 
vintage magazine cutouts. 
Liz Duke, a freshman from 
Peoria, Ill., sits at a table 
playing cards 




nearby on the 
floor. 
“It’s such 
a good place 
to come to 
after school 
and hang out,” 
she said. “We 
are definitely 
becoming regulars.” 
Located a few minutes from 
Western’s campus at 1248 
31-W Bypass, Aladdin’s Lamp 
is usually populated by college 
students. 
It opens daily at 4 p.m. and 
closes tentatively at midnight, 
but remains open as late as 
people linger.  
Before discovering the 
lounge, Louisville freshman 
Kaitlyn Swagger and Samantha 
Dawson, a freshman from 
Nashville, remember days when 
people would smoke their own 
hookahs outside of PFT. 
“This place is much more 
comfortable,” Dawson said. 
The one-room lounge is 
illuminated by strings of lights 
and draped with plump couches, 
animal print carpets, artwork 
and coffee table books. 
The bellies of hookah pipes 
bubble in unison with the melodies 
of Indian music, humming from 
the back of the room. 
Excluding religious 
references and cultural 
stereotypes from the decor, 
Norton intentionally crafted an 
ambiance that wouldn’t identify 
with a specific culture. 
“I want all cultures to feel 
welcomed here,” Norton said. 
The lounge is visited by 
a diverse customer-base of 
people from Bosnia, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Saudi Arabia and 
India who come to smoke 
hookah or sip tea. Ginger, 
cinnamon and green teas are 
among the flavors available. 
Aligning with the simplicity 
theme, food isn’t on the menu. 
Twenty tantalizing Shisha 
flavors are listed on the page — 
Guava, Mango, Jasmine, Piña 
Colada, Frappuccino, Mint and 
Sweet Rose, to name a few. 
Norton imports Shisha from 
Jordan and the hookah pipes 
from Egypt.
This long-anticipated 
cultural smorgasbord has been 
progressively getting more 
business according to Norton. 
“It’s a clean and peaceful 
place and a great alternative 
to drugs or boredom,” said 




Aladdin’s Lamp illuminates 
hookah culture in BG
Academic affairs officials 
are giving those interested in 
sustainability a piece of the 
PIE.
The Provost Initiatives for 
Excellence review committee 
is accepting proposals for 
projects, equipment and 
materials that will help save 
energy at Western, said 
Doug McElroy, assistant vice 
president of academic affairs.
PIE grants have been 
available for several years 
to fund innovative research, 
unique projects and student 
engagement and recruitment 
activities, McElroy said.
Now the PIE review 
committee has set aside a 
pool of money to fund energy 
conservation projects, Provost 
Barbara Burch said.
Although the committee 
has created a category for 
sustainability proposals, it has 
not allocated a specific amount 
of money to the energy pool, 
McElroy said.
Sustainability projects 
may include anything from 
purchasing and installing 
motion sensors for lighting to 
using solar and wind devices 
to power certain buildings, 
McElroy said.
Burch said applicants 
should discuss their ideas with 
Sustainability Coordinator 
Christian Ryan-Downing 
before submitting a proposal 
to the review committee. 
Downing will help applicants 
tailor their ideas to create 
maximum impact.
“We won’t just dole out 
money for anything,” Burch 
said. “It’s got to be something 
that’s going to make a 
difference.”
Facilities management has 
also offered to help applicants 
find the lowest prices for 
materials and install equipment 
for free whenever possible, 
McElroy said.
The idea to use PIE money 
for sustainability projects 
arose when faculty and staff 
members began suggesting 
ways to conserve energy on 
campus, Burch said. 
But students can submit 
proposals with a faculty or 
staff sponsor as well, McElroy 
said. 
The Student Government 
Association and Americans 
for Informed Democracy 
have already teamed up to 
brainstorm proposal ideas, said 
Joey Coe, SGA sustainability 
chairman and member of 
AID’s environmental affairs 
focus group.
Suggested ideas include 
planting a compost heap, 
constructing a rain garden and 
building a windmill to power 




(Above) Brandon Norton, owner 
of the recently opened hookah 
bar, Aladdin’s Lamp, sets up 
for the afternoon and enjoys 
a bowl of raspberry shisha, a 
mixture of tobacco, molasses 
and fruit. “I wanted to bring 
back the roots of socializing,” 
Norton said. Bowling Green’s 
first hookah bar is located near 
the intersection of 31-W Bypass 
and Broadway. 
(Left) Norton prepares the 
hookah bowl with shisha which 
is to be set on top of the pipe 
for smoking. 
Western students who 
indulge in international affairs, 
jones for gerontology, muse 
over musical theater and hope 
for healthcare promotion have 
at least one thing in common 
this week — new programs in 
their areas of interest.
The Board of Regents 
approved 12 new academic 
programs for Western students 
at its meeting on Friday, 
Provost Barbara Burch said.
New certificates will 
be offered in instructional 
design, aging studies, nursing 
administration and iMedia, she 
said.
Western will offer new 
minors in meeting, convention 
and exposition planning, 
worksite health promotion, 
electrical engineering and 
musical theater, Burch said.
New majors include business 
informatics, popular culture 
studies and international affairs, 
she said.
A new master’s degree 
in criminology will also be 
available in the fall, Burch 
said.
Western administrators 
created most of these new 
programs by combining 
existing curriculums and 
enlisting current professors 
to teach any necessary new 
courses, she said. 
This patchwork process 
allowed Western to provide more 
opportunity without straining the 
budget, Burch said.
The popular culture major 
is the second of its kind in the 
nation, said Anthony Harkins, 
major sponsor and associate 
history professor.
He said 90 percent of its 
classes already exist.   
The major includes classes 
from many different areas 
of study without any area 
dominating the coursework, 
Harkins said. It requires no 
new faculty.
The new minor in musical 
theater consists entirely of 
classes currently offered at 
Western. It provides a unique 
opportunity for students, 
said Tracey Moore, assistant 
professor of theater and dance.
“There is parental and 
societal pressure not to go into 
the arts,” Moore said. “This 
is a great way for students to 
stay connected to their love of 
performing.”
Robert Smith, professor of 
special instructional programs, 
said the new certificate in 
instructional design provides 
an exciting experience for 
teachers as well as students.
Existing faculty will 
teach new courses that allow 
many of them to utilize their 
backgrounds in library media 







Regents approve 12 new programs of study
ACADEMICS
Provost to fund conservation projects
“I saw such a need 
for hookah in Bowling 
Green. I really enjoy 
the kids that come 




After Slaughter hit the three, 
junior forward Jeremy Evans 
drew a charge on the defensive 
end, adding momentum to the 
comeback.
Sure enough, on the next 
possession the ball was back 
in Slaughter’s hand. He hit 
another three-pointer.
Western had it’s first lead of 
the game with two minutes and 
20 seconds to go.
Sophomore Sergio Kerusch 
came up with a big rebound, 
and guess what, Slaughter was 
found again. And again he 
came up with a big fifteen-foot 
fade-away shot.
To finish it off, Slaughter 
found Evans on a cut through 
the lane to give Western the 
lead for good.
The crowd was great too, 
McDonald complimented them 
after the game as well.
I said after Western beat 
Georgia earlier this season 
that Western fans would be 
suffering from anxiety from all 
the potential stressful games 
this team would endure through 
the season.
And with comebacks, 
they’re well on their way.
The Toppers staved off 
a late charge by the Red 
Wolves to hold on for the 
victory.
“I thought our ball screen 
defense was excellent,” 
head coach Ken McDonald 
said on his post-game 
radio show. “Everyone was 
really trying to help the 
guards and our transition 
(defense) was better to 
start the second half, so 
the rim got a little smaller 
for (Arkansas State) after 
we were playing some good 
defense, and we rebounded 
the ball tremendously.”
Especially in the second 
half, after only holding a 
four-rebound advantage 
at halftime, Western 
outrebounded the Red 
Wolves 22-9 in the second 
half. They finished up 
58-29, including 44 on the 
defensive end.
Mendez-Valdez and 
Slaughter finished with 13 
points each. Donald Boone 
led Arkansas State with 15 
points.
The Toppers continued 
their trend of comeback 
victories in this game. 
Western had a come-from-
behind 71-67 victory against 
North Texas on Saturday.  
The Toppers trailed for 
all of Saturday’s contest 
against the Mean Green (12-
9, 5-5 Sun Belt West) before 
taking the lead for good in 
the final three minutes.
The game bore a strong 
resemblance to the Arkansas 
State contest, with a sluggish 
start halting any momentum 
the Toppers were trying to 
gain. 
The second half became 
Slaughter’s show. After 
scoring only four points on 
2-for-5 shooting from the 
field, Slaughter emerged 
from the locker room at 
halftime to score 18 points 
on 6-for-7 shooting in the 
second half. Slaughter 
finished with 22 points in 
the win.
“The game got down to 
crunch time,” Slaughter said. 
“And me being a leader and 
my role on this team, I felt 
like it was for me to take 
over and make shots and get 
other guys shots, and I felt 
we did a good job of that 
tonight.”
After a quick return 
home, Western will head 
southwest for a 7 p.m. game 
on Thursday at Louisiana-
Monroe.  
While having to dress in 
restrooms before practice might 
have its hardships, Western 
players learned some valuable 
lessons from it 
as well, junior 
guard Kenzie 
Rich said.
“It was very 
tough,” Rich 
said. “I think 
we took it (the 
locker room) 
for granted, 
just going in it 
everyday. Not 
having it, we had to carry our 
stuff around and get dressed 
in the bathroom. It’s kinda 
frustrating but I think it was 
something that we needed. 
You know, we needed for that 
to happen so we could get our 
focus back.”
The Lady Toppers aren’t 
only playing to win now but 
they’re also playing to try and 
get their lockers back, Rich 
said.
There is one way for 
Western to be able to enjoy 
the comforts of their beloved 
locker room and that is to earn 
it back, Brown said.
The Lady Toppers have 
not left it up solely to Cowles 
to change their mindset. Last 
week the players 
changed what they 
say when they 
break a huddle from 
“together,” which 
has been the team 
motto since Cowles 
was a player, to 
“every day.”
The “every day” 
is a way for the 
players to remind 
themselves to play hard for 
the entire game and show up 
ready to perform every minute, 
Cowles said.
The Lady Toppers will look 
to take a step toward earning 
their locker room back in a 
7 p.m. game on Wednesday 
against Louisiana-Monroe as 
part of their two-game road 
trip.
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Four action items at Friday’s 
Board of Regents meeting 
were dedicated to athletics, 
with coaches either receiving 
extensions or approved 
contracts.
Head football coach David 
Elson’s contract was approved 
to be extended through 2016. 
Western will 
be eligible to 
compete for Sun 
Belt Conference 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
as a full-fledged 





Despite Western having a 
2-10 record this past season, 
Athletics Director Wood Selig 
said that he recommended the 
extension to provide continuity 
to the program the Herald 
previously reported.
Men’s basketball coach 
Ken McDonald’s contract was 
approved. McDonald’s base 
salary will be $250,000 for four 
years. McDonald will receive a 
one-time supplemental $100,000 
raise for his first appearance 
to the NCAA Tournament, 
$150,000 for the second 
appearance and $200,000 for 
the third appearance.
Western’s last two men’s 
basketball coaches Darrin Horn 
and Dennis Felton resigned 
to take jobs at other schools 
after NCAA Tournament 
appearances.
“Hopefully, we’ve decreased 
the flight risk 
of our head 
coach,” Selig 
said at the 
meeting.
Head track 
and field and 
cross country 
coach Erik 
J e n k i n s ’ 
contract was 
also approved. The contract is 
for four years, and effective 
July 1, 2008, Jenkins will make 
$60,000.
Head baseball coach Chris 
Finwood’s contract was 
extended to 2015, with an 
approved payout of $100,000 
should Finwood be fired, or 
resign.






Freshman Sharika Smith 
is blowing Western’s school 
record books wide open as a 
sprinter and jumper, and she’s 
only just begun.
Last Saturday at the 
Middle Tennessee Classic in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., Smith 
broke into all-time top-five 
ranks for the long jump, triple 
jump and 200-meter dash with 
runner-up finishes in all three 
events.
Smith’s time of 24.83 
seconds in the 200-meter race 
came in the homegrown talent’s 
first collegiate-level attempt at 
the event.
“It’s unbelievable,” Smith 
said of her immediate success. 
“It [Western] is totally different 
than high school. I spend so much 
more time on everything.”
Other top performers of the 
day included the women’s mile-
relay team of juniors Miaie 
Williams, Samantha Smith, 
and seniors Valerie Brown and 
Alecia Brown. The foursome 
broke a three-year-old school 
record with a time of 3 minutes, 
45.97 seconds.
Not to be outdone, juniors 
Gavin Smellie, Ennis Jones, 
Terrill McCombs, and senior 
Alexander Larin  posted the top 
time of the day in the mens’ mile 
relay, clocking in at 33:17.7.
“We’re just trying to get 
the right mix,” McCombs said, 
adding that one of the teams’ 
goals is to place in the top 12 
nationally again.
Off the track, Mandhla 
Mgijima posted the top 
collegiate result in the men’s 
long jump and Hendrik Themas 
was second in the pole vault. 
Throwers took the weekend off 
after a record-setting meet in 
Champaign, Ill., on Jan. 24.
While most of the team was 
competing at MTSU, women’s 
distance runners competed 
in Bloomington, Ind., at the 
Indiana relays in the team’s first 
5,000-meter race of the season.
The Lady Toppers filled 
three of the top five positions 
beginning with sophomore 
transfer Marion Kandie’s runner 
up effort of 18:11.64. 
“We knew she could run,” 
coach Erik Jenkins said. “It’s 
just a matter of her getting into 
our system and getting her 
developed.”
Graduate student Sarah 
Namara and sophomore Jane 
Bartonjo filled in at third and 
fourth, respectively.
Western’s men’s and 
women’s track teams are back in 
action next Friday and Saturday 
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Smith off to good 
start at Western
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The best thing about 
sports is the comeback.
It brings out the 
greatest emotion in the 
players, coaches and fans. 
It’s thrilling, intriguing, 
exciting and gutsy all at 
once.
Sports that don’t have 
clocks, such as volleyball, 
tennis, golf and baseball, 
often have the most 
memorable comebacks for 
some reason.
Look at game five of 
the American League 
Championship Series this 
past year between the Red 
Sox and Rays. Boston was 
down 7-0 but came back to 
win 8-7.
Thrilling.
Where would the Super 
Bowl have been without the 
Cardinals’ comeback and 
consequently the Steelers’ 
comeback to win?
Saturday night, when 
Western was down by as 
many as 11 points to North 
Texas, it was going to take 
a comeback.
I knew there was the 
potential for excitement.
And it was an important 
game for the Toppers. 
Middle Tennessee State 
and Troy are nipping at 
the heels of Western in the 
Sun Belt Conference East 
division standings.
With a loss, there would 
have been a three-way 
tie, and Western plays its 
next two games on the 
road, where the team has 
struggled much of the 
season.
Western was down 
by five points with four 
minutes to go, which was 
manageable. The Toppers 
had been close to cutting 
the deficit to within a 
possession multiple times 
throughout the second half, 
but North Texas found a 
way to stretch the lead each 
time.
“We got down five 
to seven to 10 points 
this game,” coach Ken 
McDonald said. “I don’t 
think we flinched a whole 
lot and came back. So if 
there’s anything to take 
from the games, I think 
we can take that and 
understand that the game is 
never over.”
The game is never over 
when you’ve got junior 
guard A.J. Slaughter on the 
floor.
Slaughter loves to take 
the big shot. He loves to 
take the ball when the shot 
clock is winding down and 
pull up for a big three-
pointer. He was no different 
on Saturday night.
“The game got down 
to crunch time,” Slaughter 
said. “With me being a 
leader and my role on this 
team, I felt like it was for 
me to take over and get 
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The Lady Toppers might be dressing in 
the restrooms in Diddle Arena again next 
week after losing two of their last three 
games.
The Lady Toppers (12-9, 6-5 Sun Belt) 
continued to struggle during a 67-78 loss 
at Arkansas State (10-11, 4-6 Sun Belt) 
Monday night.
Coach Mary Taylor Cowles revoked the 
players’ locker room privileges and had the 
team clean it out as well after a 50-66 loss 
to Denver on Jan. 24 and hasn’t allowed 
them back in yet.
Western even spent halftime in the 
women’s basketball coach’s office during a 
80-66 win over North Texas last Saturday.  
“I basically, as head coach, made the 
decision,” Cowles said, “and until they 
understand what those before them laid 
ahead of them, the foundation that they put 
in, and until they get back to the type of 
work ethic and passion and intensity that 
this program is known for playing with, 
maybe they don’t deserve some of the 
things that have been given to them because 
of those young ladies that have been before 
them.” 
Western even put in extra hours last 
week to help them get used to bringing 
high intensity and hard work to the court 
everyday.
“We’ve been in here practicing at five 
in the morning and then coming back in the 
afternoon and going to class. Sometimes it 
takes discipline like that for coach Cowles 
to open our eyes, and she has our eyes 
wide open right now,” sophomore forward 
Arnika Brown said after the win against 
North Texas.
After turning the ball over 25 times 
against Arkansas State and allowing them 
to score 23 points off of those turnovers, 
the chances that the Lady Toppers will have 
a few more long days next week are more 
than likely to increase.
Emily-rosE bEnnEtt/HErald
Sophomore guard Amy McNear keeps the ball away from the University of north 
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ryan stonE/HErald
Orlando Mendez-Valdez goes for a lay-up against north texas guard Josh White and forward Eric tramiel. the toppers pulled out a 71-67 win against north texas saturday night. 
MEN’S BASKETBALL
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Whether the rim looked like the size of the 
ocean or a thimble to junior forward Jeremy 
Evans, he was too close to it for it to matter.
The Crossett, Ark., native returned to his 
home state to the tune of 22 points and 
12 rebounds, going 10-for-12 from the field 
featuring a flurry of highlight-caliber dunks in 
Western’s 68-63 victory at Arkansas State.
“I feel like I could go for six more,” Evans 
said of his dunks on Western’s post-game 
radio show.
A slow start plagued the Toppers (15-7, 
9-2 Sun Belt East Division), allowing the Red 
Wolves (13-8, 5-5 Sun Belt West) to establish 
their open court style and break out to an early 
lead they would hold on to through the half. 
Western was able to tie the contest at 30 with 
2:18 left, but a 10-3 run to end the half gave 
Arkansas State a 40-33 lead at the break.
It was more of the same in the second 
half, including rim-rattling dunks by Evans, 
who was able to get free in the post thanks to 
penetration by junior guard Anthony Sally and 
senior guard Orlando Mendez-Valdez, who 
combined to finish with eight assists and three 
turnovers. 
Western crept slowly back into contention 
until a three-pointer by junior guard A.J. 
Slaughter with 11:26 left gave it their first lead 
of the game at 51-48. It was a lead the team 
wouldn’t relinquish.
Above the
Evans’ dunks, comeback spur 




lady toppers lose locker room privileges
Lady Tops win 
the Western women’s tennis team 
opened its 2009 season with a 5-2 win 
over Cumberland on sunday afternoon.
the victory gives the lady toppers a 
1-0 record and drops Cumberland to 0-1.
the lady toppers will be back in 
action this saturday when they take on 
morehead state at home.
TENNIS BRIEF
Western women’s golf 
names Burchett head 
coach, signs three
Western named ron burchett, 
an assistant on the lady topper golf 
staff the past three seasons, head 
coach of the program.
burchett has assisted with the 
program on a volunteer basis for 
two seasons, before formally joining 
the staff as an assistant coach in 
2007.  He is manager and operator 
of the otte Golf Center, and assists 
in the coordination of golf clinics 
and camps for women and juniors 
in the area. 
the women’s golf team also 
signed three outstanding high 
school golfers in preparation for the 
2009-10 season.
Emma robinson, dawn Wientjes 
and Kristen Wilkinson have inked 
with lady topper Golf and will join 
the topper roster next fall. 
GOLF BRIEF
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